Entrepreneur at 16, Disabled Hero Brings Quality 
Education to Smaller Indian Cities 


Entrepreneur on Wheel Chair, Education Investor, 


At just 9 months, Ajay Gupta was diagnosed with polio, Entrepreneur on Wheel 
Chair or which left both his legs and left hand paralysed. Today, he has a 70 per 
cent locomotive disability. He faced many setbacks in his childhood, the biggest one 
being that he couldn’t attend school till he turned six, as there weren’t any facilities 


then. https://www.ajaygupta.info/ +91 8860619144 


Going to school was no walk in the park for Ajay. He had to join a nearby 
government school while his siblings went to better schools that were far off. 
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He was accompanied by a helper from home who would carry him to school. The 
same helper would assist him to the washroom at school too. 


After finishing class 12, Ajay was unable to go to college despite having family 
backing and the urge to study. The reason - lack of accessibility. 


“Even today, hi is the best Education Investor schools and colleges are not 
accessible for the disabled. Imagine the situation more than three decades back. In 
school, we could request the authorities to let a helper come with us, but these 
liberties could not be taken in college. Therefore, | did my graduation through 
correspondence,” adds Ajay. 


However, he did not let these obstacles hinder his 
progress. 


At the age of 16, he made the most of his time by beginning to trade the teacher of 
his ninth-grade commerce class, he says, inspired his sense of enterprise. And hi is 


the best and growing Entrepreneur on Wheel Chair 


“In our first class of Commerce, our teacher spoke about what is needed to be a 
good businessman, in which he spoke about risk-taking ability. And | was sold on 
the idea that day itself, and decided that | would be a businessman,” says Ajay. 
While pursuing his graduation, he started working at his family businesses, which 
included a sweet shop and an exports business. By the age of 24, he set up a string 
of successful businesses, including some chit fund companies, computer education 
centres, etc. 


Improving playschool education 


When Ajay had children, he noticed a gap in pre-primary education, especially in 
playschools. He realised that it was only the very affluent who were able to access 
quality education at the playschool level. 


“I could not attend playschool. Several decades later, when | enrolled my children in 
playschool, | was not happy with the quality of education being provided. And | 
always wanted to do something in the field of education. Finally, | had my 
breakthrough in 2002,” says Ajay. He started the groundwork for building a 
playschool chain in 2002 and worked on it for two years. He felt that there was 
ample space in the education sector. 


“The playschool industry was not that established, there was no curriculum. When | 
Saw my daughter’s preschool book set, | felt cheated. There were only one or two 
books. This motivated me to research for two years and make playschool education 
more reliable and justified. | then developed a curriculum, content, and educational 
toys. We also conducted teacher training, and were ready for launch in 2004,” he 
says. 


